
Parish Council Minutes 

         December 15, 2022, Holy Spirit Ministry Center and on Zoom 

 

Present: Steve Bergin, Sue Vetter, Austin Lee, Sandy Retzki, Vern Schroth (Finance Council), Deacon Bill 

Holtzheuser, Dave Rosenthal, Father Steve Brice, Guy Gehrman, Jim Kasukonis, Susan Zach (secretary) 

Excused:  Kurt Mansavage, Chet Przybylski, Joanna Slattery 

 

I. Opening Prayer, 6:30 pm 

II. Minutes approved with revisions.  

III. November Monthly Budget Report (Vern) 

November collections were $4,578 under budget.  Collections year to date are now under budget by $21,993. Total 

revenue for the month was over budget by $3,191 due to Restricted Contributions and REP Receipts. Total revenue 

year to date is over budget by $7,865 which is primarily due to Picnics, Restricted Contributions, Bequests and 

Memorials, Endowment Trusts Allocations and Miscellaneous (a grant and credit card points).    

Expenses in total for November were under budget by $1,111.  The primary contributor was Salaries.  Total 

expenses year to date are now over budget by $30,123 due to Maintenance & Repairs – Non School for the Rectory 

for which there were restricted funds, resurfacing the parking lot and fixing the HVAC issues.  Capital Expenditures 

for fixing the drainage issue along the north side of the church is another major contributor. However, November 

ended in the black by $5,790.  But, year to date is still in the red by $22,332.  Lastly, the St Ambrose loan balance is 

down to $11,765 and the Inspired by the Spirit Savings is at $109,931.  

Please note that I added a line to the Restricted Funds list for the Inspired by the Spirit funds which include the 

amount in savings, $109,931, plus $5,000 that we received directly for the installation of solar panels.  The $5,000 

is reported in November’s revenues as restricted funds. 

Discussion: 

Our savings accounts with the diocesan St. Ambrose Funds earn 3.05% interest. General Operations 

checking and savings accounts have a current balance of $ 39,872. Restricted Funds total $ 245,305. 

IV. Capital Campaigns expenditures approval (Father Steve) 

A. Building on a Firm Foundation - remaining $ 50,000 in 5-year pledges is expected to 

come in in 2023. 

This money will be used for HVAC upgrades that were not completed when the Ministry 

Center was constructed. Jim Piotrwoski is contacting the contractors and Ellis Construction 

to determine liability. A portion of the remaining funds will also be used for tapestries and 

furnishings for the Ministry Center. 

B. Inspired by the Spirit - $ 109,000 in extra funds were raised by the Capital Campaign in 

the fall. There are several needs which the parish can address immediately with this 

money.  

LED lights in the school – this project can be carried out during the week between Christmas 

and New Years by Clark Electric at a cost of $ 39,493. They will begin on the infant floor. 



Dish Washer – the dish washer needs replacing, and there is one bid from Hobart for  

$ 31,900 if purchased before January 1. This project was not in the Campaign’s original case 

statement, although upgrades to the school were a large part of the Campaign’s request for 

funding.  

Discussion: 

It’s important to have at least two bids for every project. Prices go down with competitive 

bids. 

Consensus: 

To go ahead with the two projects. Since time is short, Buildings and Grounds can decide if 

they want to look into another supplier/bid for the dishwasher.  

 

V. Divine Renovation Implementation: Mission Statement (Father Steve) 

Father spoke about the parish moving from Charity to Justice work. There will be a Town Hall on 

January 12 to listen to parishioners and discern a new mission statement. This study will be 

transparent, and all will have the opportunity to participate.  

There are some people who are not convinced our mission needs to change:  Called to Worship, 

Sent to Serve. Father and others feel it is important for us to move from charity to working for 

justice. It will be helpful and important to clarify the difference between charitable acts and 

working for justice.  

Consensus: Council members endorse this process of discernment leading to the selection of a 

mission statement which best reflects the goals and purpose of Holy Spirit Parish. 

 

VI. College student request for Pro-Life Display (Steve Bergin) 

Karen Clifford, retired public health nurse and member of the Social Justice Committee, met 

with a UWSP college student to talk and view the materials that she wishes to display at Holy 

Spirit. Dr. Steve Bergin, retired OBGYN doctor, looked at the literature as well; he stated that the 

materials represent half-truths and that he would not accept them. 

Discussion: 

For some parishioners this is their #1 issue. Our church should not remain silent, but how do we 

go about addressing this polarizing, complex issue? 

 

VII. Other 

Students at the Wednesday night Mass now have a choice to use a kneeler when receiving 

Communion. Approximately 18 of 25 students who attend these weeknight Masses choose to 

kneel and receive Communion on the tongue. 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer and Adjourn, 8:00 pm 

               Next meeting:  January 19, 2023, 6:30 pm 

 

 

 


